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Visitors to the Basebali Hali of Fame study the piaques of the sport’s greatest players. Fermer Orloke Eddle Murray is to be inducted July 27.

HOME FIELD
ADVANTAGLE

Cooperstown and baseball’s Hall of Fame are a winning team.

By Bo SMOLEKA
BPECIAL TO THE sUN

#visitors enter the main gallery at the

Natlonal Baseball Hall of Fame In

Cooperstown, N.Y., bdle chatter quiek-

Iy dies to a reverent whisper. The lght

streaming In from upper-level wine

dows casts an almost heavenly aura around the

bronze plaques of the 254 baseball legends en-
shrined there,

There I3 no stained glass or steeple, but make no

: To fans, this Is a sacred place,

An Inexpensive trolley transports visitors

the resting place of the gods.
Hundreds of Orlole fans are expected to make

from parking lots to the sights

the to C this as
Eddle Murray jolns this pantheon of baseball
immortallty July 27. (Orole fans llkety will return
In droves again in 2007, the first year Cal Ripken Is
eligible for induction.)

‘What those visltors will find — in additlon to a
celebration of baseball — Is a charming lakefront
town tucked amid rolling hills and farms in the
shadow of the Adirondack Mountalns, They'll find
a sleepy, one-stoplight village seemingly frozen in a
time before franchlse restaurants, chain hotels and
Interstates.

Even someone who wouldn’t know Eddie Murray
from Eddie Munster can find plenty to do in Coo-
perstown, from a working farm museum to quaint
Maln Street shops and gorgeous Otsego Lake, nick-
named “Gl gl by C 's most

COOPERSTOWN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

‘The settiement named for the family of

famous resldent, author [See Cooperstown, 4r]
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James Fenimore Cooper.

Of course, the Hall of Fame Is
the meln reason Cooperstown's
population of 2,000 swells to as
«nuch as 20 times that In mid-
Summer.

And how did this biip an the
map land I's erown jewel
of n museum? Cooperstown it
whene Abner then o

mpuiunmlm Doubileday's
{roln in the game's origin has long
| neen the subjict of vigorous de-
|bute — mm.rarlh!rumhng:-

times and now ocouples some
160,000 square feel. Visitors his
Tetimnsey will get something akin
Lo an obstructad-view ceat, how.
|ver — rouy one-third of the
| be closed as pirt of

and sons are a com-
mon sight at the hall, as are fans
In unkform — or st least In the jer-
ey of & favorite player.

Danette Johnson, 34, a Mount
Alry native who now lives in
[Buckhasmon, W.Va, was sport-
Ing a Cal Ripken jzm ag ghe
toured the hall necantly with her
| hugband, Stive.

“Thore Is Just g0 much here.
Every mam overy perls
od nrlhe

n]mﬂnm
aho Enl m.us that she'll be
llmlmrnlpk!n'nhmum
! Homn recommends lbuul
<three houra for a thorough visl
'Bm.hnnbnllunlnumllumm

64 inductees
"mn.\ the best of the best,”
zald Richard Gllbert of New-
Ralds, N, visiting with his fa-
ther and 11-year-old gon.

A displuy case at the front of

COVER STORY

e place baseball calls home

NV, la th

, hiis gon, Bleve,
Orlol Callupkenlr.lnﬂﬂwmﬂ

artifacts are on their first road
trip; they are part of a 10-clty,
-year “Baseball as Amerjea”
hibit. The exhiblt will

the gallery is reserved for the
most L indu

rosen
et month, artifacts from Mur-
ray and fellow 2003 inductee
(Gary Carter will replace {hose of
2002 hononoe Oude Smith,
Walbding froen the gallery to the
| Bullpen - where kids
wili love the dally trivia contests
‘nd timirdin presentations —
mniom of totng of
habnll‘a cherished docu-
renta, Including the original eon-
tract cronting the World Series in
1003 and President F
Roosevelt's “Creen Light™ letler
to commissioner Renetaw Landia
urging bosshall to continue dur-
ing World WarII,
(That letter, the Doubleday
tBnssball and some 500 other hall

begin a four-month stay at the
Sm|thsonlan’s Natlonal Mussum
of Hetural History in Washing-
ton naxt April.y
The Hall of Fame Ubrary,
tucked in & back comer of the
first floor, 18 easy to miss but
warth a stop. The brary’e trea-
suren include the contritet fanl-
Izmg Babe Ruth's sale from the
Red Box to the Yankees and files
on anyone who ever played in 2
major league game.
Requests for rare materials
must be made in advance, but
many other requests can he ac-

minutes later — after donning
the requlsite white gloves avall-
eble at the front desk — I trav-
eled back In time, thumbing
through yellowed, brittle news-
paper stories deseribing up-and-
coming young Orioles like Bobby
Grich and Terry Crowley,

Research  staffer  Gabriel
Schechter sald the llbrary an-
swers some 60,000 requests each
year, Including "a lot of calls from
bars” questions from game
shows and even the White
House.

Politics and baseball mingled
this past spring when the Hall of
TFame canceled a 15-year annlver-
sary celebration of the baseball
filin Bull Durkam, Hail of Fame

y-
asked for information about the
Orioles of the 19705, anc a few

Dale Petroskey benched
‘the program because of the out-
spoken antl-war stance of two of

OURTFSY OF

CNIAMERR OF

Rlver, wisica threads its way foi 444 miles to empty Into the Chesapeake near Havre de Grace.

the movie's stars, Tlm Robbins
and Susan Sarandon
Respondlng to e deluge of
calls and e-mails about the can-
cellatlon, Petroskey posted a let-
ter on the Hall of Fame Web site
that said: “Politles has no place
in the Hall of Fame. There was &
chance of politics being Injected
into ‘The Hall during these senal-
tlve tlmes, end I made a declslon

+to not take that chance, But I In-

advertently did exactly what I
was trying to aveld.”

Still, you can see Robbins' jer-
sey from the movle, as well as
props from The Natural, A
Leggue of Their Own and other
baseball films in the “Baseball at
the Movies” exhlbit.

Oricles’ artifacts
'The Orloles get thelr due in a

An ldeal day

8 aumn.: Stop by Schnelder's
Bekery on Maln Street for cof-
fresh-

3 p.mLs Return to the Hall of
Fame for another helping of
Les

fee and
baked. Walk down to Lake-

, Less
baseball fans can cross the

front Park and watch the street and visit the Fenlmore
morting mist dance off the Art Museum,
lake.
@ p-mL: Catch the last trip of
© a.i.g Tour the Baseball the day on the Gllmmerglass '
Hiall of Fame. Fill out the vist:  Queen tour boat.
tor response card, and you'll
earn free admisslon whenthe 7 fpaxm.s Get your land legs 4
renovatlon is eompteted In back under you with an Itallen |
2005, dinner at Nicoletta's on Main
Street.
Woons Lunch at the Double-
day Cafe. On your way, stop 9 pam.s Before retiring for .
by Doubleday Fleld. the night, step down intothe |
200-year-old taproom at the
R p.m.s Vislt the Farmers' Tunnicllff Inn, Order a round i
Museum. Ask about the kids'  and engage in some splrited 1
programs and gulded tours. baseball conversatiorn. '
— Bo Smolka
timeline of basebal history on Looking at the ticket stubs in

the second floor, with a display
case featuring artifacts from Earl
Weaver, Jim Pelmer, Brooks
Robinson and Frank Robinson.

Longtime Orloles radlo an-
nouncer Chuek Thompson, who
brought those players Into
countless living rooms in the
days before cable and ESPN, Is
enshrined in the hall's broad-
casters wing.

‘Babe Ruth is the only player
with hls own exhibit space. In ad-
ditlon to memorabilia from his
tme with the Yankees, you'li see
Ruth as a 14-year-old with his
teammates from the St. Mary’s
Industrial School In Baltimore.

One of the more popular and
viseeral exhiblts 1s Pride and
Passion: The African-Ameri-
can Baseball Experience. To
see the hate mall Jackie Roblin-
son received, or the locker room
door labeled "Colored Entrance,”
is to rellve a sad era for the coun-
try and Its natlonal pastime.

the World Serles display offers a
lesson In baseball economles as
much as in history, A lower box
seat for the 1969 Ortoles-Mets
‘World Series cost $10, By 1996, a
field box 1n Atlanta went for $70.
A field box last year ln Anahelm
was $145,

The Caoperstown collectlon
of baseball cards numbers about
130,000; Including the Holy Grail
for eollectors, a 1908 Honus Wag-
ner card issued by the American
Tobacco Co. Wagner dldn't like
the lden that children had to buy
tobaceo to get the cards, so he
demanded the cards be recalled.
Today, only about 50 remain
(One of them sold at auctlon In
1986 for $640,500.) The card Jooks
more llke an oversized postage
stamp than the cards I bought as
achlld, the onesthat came witha
stick of gum that hed the consis-
tency of drywall,

The cards I remember are
In the [See Cooperstown, 5r]
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When you go

OOETS-
town 1o about 330 miles from
Baltimore. You can cover most
of the Lrip on Interstates B3, 81
o 85 before taking Route 18
for the final 20 miles. The near-
et plrport Lo Cooperatoun bs in
Albany, 70 miles away.

Teiting Foal
travind b best. The Hall of Fatne
nnd majority of shops cnm by
tound In a Ave-block stretcn ot
Maln Steoed, nnd dowritown
parking i lmited, Park fnons
of the three free lots on the our-

ey
skirts of town and board the L8
=

CHAMEER OF

he angles of G Opera

On a sunny
shlmmerinthewatemofouego

Lake In Cooperstown, K.Y.

Grreat natural beauty
encircles Hall of Fame

[Cooperstown, from Page 4r]

accompanying display, and I'm
left to ponder my lost fortune. Is
that 1970 Nolan Ryan card still in
my parents’ attic somewhere?

When I visited in mid-May,
Cooperstown seemed to be still
emerging from a long winter’s
nap, dusting off and sprucing up
for the deluge of tourists that fuel
the local economy.

In other words, I found a
parking space

Parking on a Friday night in
Federal Hill Jooks easy com-
pared with Cooperstown in the
summer. Plan to park in one of
the three free lots on the out-
skirts of town and board the in-
expensive Cooperstown Trolley,
which stops at most attractions

Besides, Main Street, with a
collection of quaint shops, cafes
and (one too many) baseball
rmemorabilia stores, Is just a five-
bloek streteh from one end to the
other.

Lodging, too, can be scarce —
and pricey — In the summer.
Cooperstown has a variety of
bed-and-breakfasts, many of
them eentury-old architectural
gems. Almost every room in
town, though, is booked months
in advance of Hall of Fame Week-
end, when fans share the cafes
and tree-lined streets with base-
ball legends; nearly 50 Hall of
Famers returned last year.

The actual induction ceremo-
ny, whichisfree, takes placeinan

Trolley ($2 ali day
for adults, $1 chlldren), which
runs dally in the summer fomim
8:30 am. until 9 p.m.

Attractons:
Hatlonal Barehnll Hall of Fams
and Museum, 25 Main St

KERRY 0. JOUNSON : BUN BTAFF

%odstnacmnmhnu a'rhenramuham hotel, this
[ bed-an

andt nnmlmotlll.hutmrya Mwn Rooms are frequently

chain hotel i elght. For Hallof  booked by wnnupwmum

Fame Weelend, most rooms nearby ratown Dreams

have boen sold out for months.  Park. Rates from §1325.

O affordable summer optlon:

‘The State University of New Dining:

Yorkin Oneonta, ebout 25 The Doubleday Cafe,

miles south of Cooperstown, 93 Maln St

rents dorm-Uke rooms In its 607-547-5468

Morris Conference Center, for
$55-$05. Call 607-436-2079.
‘Many chain hotels can also be
found in Oneonta. Among the
Cooperstow‘n optlons:

otal, 60 Lake St
300-. .7449 6222
www.otesaga.com
o A grond hotel, with the ac-
claimed Leatherstocking Golf
Course on site, The white-
columned veranda offers
stunning view of the lake.
Rates from $355, which in-

® Good, informal bar and grill
fare a block from the Hall of
Fame. Sandwiches cost about

$4-38,

Hoffman Lane Bistro,

2 Hoffman Lane

607-547-7055

= A chie spot with a varled renu

tucked on a side street a block

from the Hall of Fame, Dinner

entrees start at about $13.

Nicoletta's Itallan Cafe,

96 Maln St.

607-547-7499

© Well-regarded Itellan food on

Main Btreet, Dinner entrees

from $10,95,

The Otenags, 80 Lake 5t,

800-348-6222

©'The Otesaga's regal maln din-

Ing room features a prix-fixe,

five-course dinner for $35. Jack-

ets are required for men at din-

ner. The Hawkeye Bar and Grill

15 2 less formal alternative.

‘The Tunnlchff Inn

34-36 Ploneer St.

607-547-9611

A For formal fare at this 200-

year-old nn, try the James !

Fenimore Cooper Dining

Room. Entrees start at $16, |

Or head downstalrs to the H
room, known by locals as

“the pit " Dinner entrees run H

ahout $15

Cooperstown, NY 13326 and $4 for ages 7-12. cludes dinner and breakfast.
888-425-5633 The Fealmore Art Museum and museum admisslons
wiow.baseballhalloffame.org  Lake Road, Cooperstown The I at Cooperstown,
open field at the Clark Sports 2 Open dally, 9am. to 9 p.am. B888-547-1450 16 Chestnut St.
Center about a mile south of from Memortial Day to Labor winp fentmorearimuseum org  607-547-5756
town, Take a blanket or lawn Day, 9am, to 5 p.m, at other a On the site of James Feni- www.innalcooperstown.com
chair and binoculars times Admission: $9.50 for moare Cooper's former horpe. 8The 17-room Victorian Inn
Ifthis picturesque townwasn't | adults, $8 for ages 65 and Open10a.m. to5p.m dally. dates to 1874 Rocking chalrs
named for the Coopers, the ahove, $4 far ages 7-12; children  Admission: $8 for adults, $8 for  on the front porch evoke a slm-
Clarks surely would have earned age A and under admitted free.  ages 65 and up and $4 forages  pler time, Rates from $165, in-
the honor. Four generations of | The Farmers® Museum 7-12 cludes breakfast.
the Clark famlly are the Impetus P,C. Box 30, Lake Road, Ollmmerglass Opera, Lake Front Matel 10 Falr St,
for not only the baseball mussum, Cooperstown P.O. Box 191, Cooperstown 607-547-9511
‘out also for the Otesaga Hotel —a 888-547-1450 607-547-2255 www.lakefrontmoteland
grand establishment dating to www.far Wwww.glis glass.org resiaurant.com
1809 and a tavorite spot for former © A working farm deslgned to Arenowned summer aperaln  ® One block from the Hall of
baliplayers- - as well as the Clark | simulate life In New York state  a scenle lakefront setting about  Fame, with rooms overlooking
Sports Center, a local hospltal | inthe 1840s. Summer hours: five miles from the Hall of Otsego Lake. Rates from $105.
and art and farming museums 10 am. to 5 p.m. dally, with Fame Performances on week- Cooperstown Best Western,
. o gs guided tours and kids' pro- ends and 50 Ci Drive
b of’ grams Admisslon: 39 3-Avg. 26, Call for ticket mmr» 8N7-547-9439
Along fly ball from the Hallof | for adults, 38 for ages 65 andup mation, 1w npcooperstown.com
Fame slts D: Fleld, a e
nearly 10,000-seat ballpark on
the site of the former cow pas- dugouts and wooden henchseat- drawn i part by the pristine baséball players: The southern

ture where Doubleday allegedly
invented the game. The original
brick portion of the stadiurm
dates to 1939,

From the it’s easy

ing painted battleshlp gray, is beauty of Olsm Lales, whose
the real thing. dotthem mm two blocks
Doubleday Field, dubbed “the from the Hall

to see this town's cozy relation-
ship with baseball The steeple of
the 198-year-old First Presbyter-
ian Church has a bird's-eye view
beyond the left-field foul pole,
and houses beckon from just
beyond the right-field fence. It
doesn't take much to imagine
Barry Bonds depositing a ball In
an upstalrs window. Ma]or lea-
guers do, In fact, still play here in
the annual Hall of Fame Game.
Camden Yards and its slb-
lings have trled mightily to re-
create the feel of an old-time ball-
park. This place, with Its brick

b!rthplace of baseball,” is owmed Faula Woll’. ' ﬂﬂlﬂ-glnurl
by the village of tian Cooperstown holelar who
Cuoperstow-n and stlll usedregu- kved in for a while, sald,

larly. AsIwatchafewinningsofa “When T eame back snd saw the
loca! high school game, I feei like ke agnn, It took my breath
I'm seeing baseball in its purest lm
form, enn get o fantastio view
“It’s Just such a thrili for these  from Lakefmnt Park on the brick
kifs to play here,’ said Ralph path behind the Otesaga Hotel.
KflrchnerofRusco& N.Y . intomn For a closer look, rent a canoe
to saten hls grandsen p! at  from Sam Smlth's Boat Yard or
Doubleday Field board the Glimmergiass Queen,
Baseball, though, had not a45-passengertourboat that de-
even been Invented when parts hourly, in season, between
‘William Cooper, a judge, moved 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. from the Lake
his family, Including infant son Front Mote).
James Fenimore, to thls wild Maryland and Cooperstown
tract In 1790, Surely, he was mreconnected by more than great

end of Otsego Lake funnels into
the headwaters of the Susque-
hanna River, which threads its
way for 44 miles through New
York and Pennsylvania before
spilling into the Chesapeake Bay
near Havre de Grace. You can see
its source from River Street, two
blocks from the Hall of Fame,
Council Rock, sald to be a popu-
lar meeting point for Indlans, slts
Just offshore.

For a scenie drive, head north
from Coaperstown along Route
80, which hugs the lake’s western
shore, Also worth your time Is a
stop at the Farmners’ Museum in
Cooperstown, & working farm de-
slgned to re-create life In the
1340s. 1 watched a blacksmith
torge lantem brackets out of hot

metal, and a homestead re-ehac-
tor bake bread in a fireplace
chamber, admiring the indepen-
dence of that bygone era. Then
again, after visiting a circa-1840s
doctor’s office and seelng the box
of primltive surgical supplies 1a-
beled “amputation instruments,”
1 feel pretty good about progress.

Across the street from the
farm museum Is the Fenlmore Art
Museum, which features artlfacts
from James Fenlmore Cooper’s
life and a renowned collection of
Native American art. A few miles
north of Cooperstown, you'll find
the Glimmerglass Opera, & lake-
front venue that stages summer
entertainment and offers further
proof that In Cooperstown, base-
ball is far from belng the only
game In town

B

hether you're planning to go to

Ocean City, Assatoague

or Rehoboth this season, make sure you

* go to SunSpet.net’s Bay & Boach

first. With newly added features on
adventurous activities,

outiet shopping
and rainy day
fun, Bay &
Beach offers
information

3 on all the great

rinctinatinna

introducing Disney's Fairytaie Vacation package!

Enjoy 7 nights in a Disney Resort, plus Theme Park tickets and specialty created
framed character art¥, all for the price of a 4-night package!** Now with three extra



